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\ As | write this it's Maundy Thursday 2026. This
evening Sarah and | will be attending services
at church where we commemorate Jesus’ last
meal with His followers. This meal is unique.
Itis one that has been celebrated in churches
throughoutthe world for the last two millennia
on a consistent basis. Luke recorded Jesus’
words about this meal in chapter 22:

"l have earnestly desired to eat this Passover
with you before | suffer. For | tell you I will not

eatituntil itis fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”

This meal is the preamble of the last part of
Passion week, the celebration of Christ's death
and resurrection. In handing His followers the
bread—His body to be broken—and the wine—
His blood that must be spilled—He isin essence
telling them about His death, mere hours away.

"Do this in remembrance of me." —Luke 22

My mind turns to these things not only because of the Passion week but also because of what
Sarah and | discussed on our porch last night with a friend. The world is changing, rapidly, and
adominating reason this is so is the development of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and everything
related to it. We have talked about Al quite a lot in our community especially related to the
arts. The arts is a part of culture that was quickly impacted by Al's initial development. Al
has made “everyone an artist”. Now it seems to have broken even beyond those bounds. Al
seems to have reached the boundaries of what it means to be human.

Sarah recently came across an article about how Al developers and builders were turning
toward faith and the church because they are unsettled about creating “god-like powers”
through Al. It has been causing them to ask questions like, “...what does it mean to be hu-
man if we can play God?” As a resultthey are seeking answers to their fears in places of faith.
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What a contrast are these two things, Christinstituting Communion and Artificial Intelligence.

Humanity is looking for something to save them—whether it is their time or their lives—and
Al seems very willing to fill that need. It is an empty savior.

For two millennia the very words of Jesus’ initiation of the Eucharist—"this is my body", “this
is my blood"—have stood as the pinnacle of what it means to be human. Because that “feast”
represents a restoration of humanity into a relationship with their creator God, the way we
were created to begin with. We need salvation, “...without the shedding of blood there is
no forgiveness of sins.” And we need another human to do the job. In this case the human
not only ate bread and drank wine and shared it with His followers, the same mouth that ate
and drank spoke everything into existence—"...in Him all things hold together.”

It is understandable why Al developers sense a discomfort in what they are developing.
Perhaps they see the inadequacy of humanity’s attempt to save itself? This is not new. Hu-
man beings have known this emptiness deep down since our “First Parents” felt the juices
of the Forbidden Fruit drip off their chins.

Christ replaced that fruit with more powerful food—bread and wine. So when you celebrate
the Table this Easter and beyond remember that a human construction like Al has no power
to wipe our chins of the stain of the Fruit. By His death Jesus took the fruit out of our hands
and gave us bread. By His resurrection He offered us a cup of wine to let its stain cover the
one leftthere by Adam & Eve.

This is God'’s gift, a human act of the God-Man—unlike Al and any other attempts to save
ourselves.

Happy Easter—
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Please Pray

» Pray for wisdom for us as we explore
finding space to serve and impact
artists for Jesus. We (our local
church & Friday Arts Project) recently
approached an architect about how
best to approach finding space. We just
received news today that the Gettys
Center where our studio is was just
finalized for sale. Pray for favor in this
search for space.
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Please pray that God would continue
to provide for our financial support. We
dearly love this worthwhile ministry.

If you know someone who would
appreciate what we do, please share
our info with them or contact us.

Updates

» Kirk is just a few weeks away from the
in-person residency of his second year
of his Doctor of Ministry from Gordon
Conwell Seminary. Still lots of reading
and writing to do.

What started as mentoring two
residency candidates for Arts Fellowship
Orlando turned into three. Pray for
wisdom for Kirk and good connection
with these artists.

» Sarah continues to paint her "Artifacts”
series. Pray as we seek to "market" her
series to galleries throughout the region.
There are rumors of a show of her work in
one or two years.

» Since Spring has come we are working
hard on our garden and backyard.
Sarah recently spotted a species of
butterfly we had not seen before called
"American Lady".

If you would like to partner with us in min-
istry, visit our giving page on Cru's website:
www.cru.org/0402593

Kirk Irwin & Sarah Kennedy Irwin
birdandkey@gmail.com
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